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Let's look at the story in Acts 8 about Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch and see what it can show 

us about the process of connection. Investigate, Inquire, Illuminate and Connect! 

Text is found in Acts 8:26-37 

 Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian 

Acts 8:26-37 (NKJV) 

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along 

the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is [a]desert. 27 So he arose and 

went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the 

queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem 

to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the 

prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip 

ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what 

you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked 

Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: 

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He 

opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will 

declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered 

Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other 

man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 

him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, 

“See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 [b]Then Philip said, “If you 

believe with all your heart, you may.” and he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God.” 

 

 Investigate- carry out research or study into (a subject, typically one in a scientific or 

academic field) so as to discover facts or information. 

Acts 8:28-30 (NKJV) 
28 ...was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then 

the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, and 

heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 

 The Eunuch was willing to look at scriptures. Search the scripture! 

Acts 17:11-12 (GWT) 

And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in Thessalonica, and they 

listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures day after day to see if 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-37&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27203a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+8%3A26-37&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27214b
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Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. 12As a result, many Jews believed, as did many of 

the prominent Greek women and men. 

 

 Inquire-ask for information from someone. 

 

 Take the investigation one step further. 

 

 Instead of trying to learn on your own ask for help! 

 

Acts 8:31-35 (NKJV) 
31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up 

and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a 

sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His 

mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and who will declare His 

generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered Philip and 

said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other 

man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 

him.  

 

 Illuminate- make (something) visible or bright by shining light on it; light up.; help to 

clarify or explain. 

 

 Jesus is the light and he brings illumination 

 

Ephesians 1:17-18 (NKJV) 

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your [a]understanding being 

enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints... 

 

 Proof of the connection- 

Acts 8:36-37 (NKJV) 
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, 

“See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37Then Philip said, “If you 

believe with all your heart, you may.” and he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A17-18&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29225a
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Life Group Discussion Questions 

1. How important is it to your growth to have someone who can accurately explain the 
bible?   

2. During your personal or group bible study time, what methods, tools or resources do you 
use or find helpful in investigating texts in the bible? 

3. As you investigate the scriptures, how do you determine when it’s time to ask for 
guidance?  

4. How does your prayer life intersect with studying the scriptures for increased 
understanding?   

5. How do you determine when a connection has been made? 

 



Living Connected!



Stay Connected With Us!
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